A Tribute to our Creator God!


A multi-media sermon presentation


based on Genesis 1�By Pastor Frank Schaefer


   


 


Scripture Reading: Genesis 1


 


 1 In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth. 


 2 Now the earth was formless and empty, darkness was over the surface of the deep, and the Spirit of God was hovering over the waters. 


 3 And God said, "Let there be light," and there was light. 4 God saw that the light was good, and He separated the light from the darkness. 5 God called the light "day," and the darkness he called "night." And there was evening, and there was morning—the first day. 


 6 And God said, "Let there be an expanse between the waters to separate water from water." 7 So God made the expanse and separated the water under the expanse from the water above it. And it was so. 8 God called the expanse "sky." And there was evening, and there was morning—the second day. 


 9 And God said, "Let the water under the sky be gathered to one place, and let dry ground appear." And it was so. 10 God called the dry ground "land," and the gathered waters he called "seas." And God saw that it was good. 


 11 Then God said, "Let the land produce vegetation: seed-bearing plants and trees on the land that bear fruit with seed in it, according to their various kinds." And it was so. 12 The land produced vegetation: plants bearing seed according to their kinds and trees bearing fruit with seed in it according to their kinds. And God saw that it was good. 13 And there was evening, and there was morning—the third day. 


 14 And God said, "Let there be lights in the expanse of the sky to separate the day from the night, and let them serve as signs to mark seasons and days and years, 15 and let them be lights in the expanse of the sky to give light on the earth." And it was so. 16 God made two great lights—the greater light to govern the day and the lesser light to govern the night. He also made the stars. 17 God set them in the expanse of the sky to give light on the earth, 18 to govern the day and the night, and to separate light from darkness. And God saw that it was good. 19 And there was evening, and there was morning—the fourth day. 


 20 And God said, "Let the water teem with living creatures, and let birds fly above the earth across the expanse of the sky." 21 So God created the great creatures of the sea and every living and moving thing with which the water teems, according to their kinds, and every winged bird according to its kind. And God saw that it was good. 22 God blessed them and said, "Be fruitful and increase in number and fill the water in the seas, and let the birds increase on the earth." 23 And there was evening, and there was morning—the fifth day. 


 24 And God said, "Let the land produce living creatures according to their kinds: livestock, creatures that move along the ground, and wild animals, each according to its kind." And it was so. 25 God made the wild animals according to their kinds, the livestock according to their kinds, and all the creatures that move along the ground according to their kinds. And God saw that it was good. 


 26 Then God said, "Let us make man in our image, in our likeness, and let them rule over the fish of the sea and the birds of the air, over the livestock, over all the earth, and over all the creatures that move along the ground." 


 27 So God created man in his own image, �       in the image of God he created him; �       male and female he created them. 


 28 God blessed them and said to them, "Be fruitful and increase in number; fill the earth and subdue it. Rule over the fish of the sea and the birds of the air and over every living creature that moves on the ground." 


 29 Then God said, "I give you every seed-bearing plant on the face of the whole earth and every tree that has fruit with seed in it. They will be yours for food. 30 And to all the beasts of the earth and all the birds of the air and all the creatures that move on the ground—everything that has the breath of life in it—I give every green plant for food." And it was so. 


 31 God saw all that he had made, and it was very good. And there was evening, and there was morning—the sixth day.


 


____________________________________________________________


 


Genesis chapter 1 is an account probably from the Priestly tradition which flourished from the time the temple was erected under King Solomon.  Genesis 1 reads very different from the creation story in Genesis 2; there is a certain rhythm, a meter, and certain repetitions such as “And God saw that it was good” as well as “And there was evening, and there was morning—the first …second… third day,” etc


It has been suggested that the reading of Genesis 1 was part of the temple worship services at one time. And one can easily see why that is entirely possible. It has the feel of a call to worship or a psalm.�


The creation passage from Genesis 1 is a true celebration of God’s Creation—a Tribute to our Creator God.  There are so many “wows” in this passage, and yet, to some Christians the passage poses some difficulties.


So let’s address the “difficulties” some believers have with this passage and move on to celebrate, because that’s what this passage calls us to do—to celebrate our God, our faith, and God’s creation.�


One of the most common difficulties people have with Genesis 1 is that the world view expressed is not consistent with our modern understanding.


What does Genesis 1 actually say?  �


1.     When God went to shape creation, according to Genesis 1:2, there was something there already, namely the “deep” and water—a primordial ocean if you will.  Critics will point out that that’s very different from modern scientific understanding of a universe that started with a big bang. So the bible says there was water, modern science says, there was fire (an explosion).  We have to understand that the water theory was very common at the time Genesis 1 was written. Greek philosopher Thales, who lived around that time, believed that the archetype of all matter was water.  This theory seemed to be prevalent throughout the Middle Eastern region, because Israel’s neighbors to the south, the Babylonians, had a creation story that started off very similarly to Genesis. The Enuma Elish reads like this: “In the beginning only water and the mist that hovered above it existed…” (1)�


2.     Before I answer to the critics, let me point out another difficulty they point to:  The creation of light, night and day. Verse 3 says: “And God said, "Let there be light," and there was light. 4 God saw that the light was good, and He separated the light from the darkness. 5 God called the light "day," and the darkness he called "night." And there was evening, and there was morning—the first day.”  So what’s the problem with that you may wonder? This is such a beautiful passage. Well, the critics will be quick to point out that God established the light of day before the sun was created; the creation of the sun only occurred on day 4 according to Genesis 1. But in our modern understanding of the universe, the light of day cannot exist in the absence of the sun. �


To me personally this isn’t a problem. So before God based the length of the days on the rotation of the earth, it was based on something else;   No one knows how long these days and nights were, but I have a feeling that they were a lot longer than 12 hours. In fact, I think this could be an explanation of why the universe is so old.  One of God’s original days may have lasted a million years in today’s time keeping.�


1.     A third, and maybe the major difficulty people point to in Genesis 1 is that Genesis 1 seems to describe a geocentric worldview.  What does Geocentric mean?  It means that, according to Genesis 1, God created the earth first and all the other planets, including the sun were created at a later time and they were set to circle the earth’s firmament.�


 9 And God said, "Let the water under the sky be gathered to one place, and let dry ground appear." And it was so. 10 God called the dry ground "land," and the gathered waters he called "seas." And God saw that it was good. 


 14 And God said, "Let there be lights in the expanse of the sky to separate the day from the night, and let them serve as signs to mark seasons and days and years, 15 and let them be lights in the expanse of the sky to give light on the earth." And it was so. 16 God made two great lights—the greater light to govern the day and the lesser light to govern the night. He also made the stars. 17 God set them in the expanse of the sky to give light on the earth, 18 to govern the day and the night, and to separate light from darkness.


 


Show Slide #2 Mediaeval sketch


 


Here is my answer to the critics: 


Don’t make the mistake of reading Genesis 1 from a scientific perspective or as a science report. Genesis 1 was not written by scientists; it was written by spiritual people, wise people who were inspired by God’s Spirit in a special way.  It was meant NOT to describe the technical process of creation, but rather to express timeless truths about God and God’s relationship to creation and God’s relationship to God’s creatures. 


The points that Genesis 1 teaches about the character of God and his relationship to us are truths that will never, ever change.�


What changes constantly is our world view. Back then, when Genesis 1 was written, they had a certain world view. In Mediaeval times they had a different world view. Today we have a different world view yet. And in the future there will be a different scientific world view from the one we hold today.





Yes, it’s true: Genesis 1 seems to portray a geocentric view, with the Earth at the center of the universe and all other planets and stars circling on trajectories under it’s firmament. But is that important?  Does that take away from the theological and spiritual truths about God and God’s creation?  No.


 


Show slide #3: Heliocentric World View


Along come Copernicus and Galileo during the Mediaeval and they suggest, based on their astronomical observations, that the earth isn’t flat and that it isn’t at the center of the universe.  They believed the sun was at the center.


 


Again, that doesn’t take anything away from the eternal truths of God’s Creation.   In my view, the Catholic Church made a mistake by condemning Copernicus and Galileo's theory as "false and contrary to Scripture" in February of 1616.   They forgot that Genesis 1 never claimed to be a technical scientific manual. It’s a celebration and praise of God’s character and accomplishments.


 


Here is the ironic part: according to modern science today, we agree with that rejection by the Catholic church…not that we’re going back to declaring planet earth the center of the universe, but meanwhile we believe that neither earth nor the sun are the center of the universe, but rather that the sun is only one of countless stars. 


 


One of my college professors was a member of the Flat Earth Society.  Can you believe it?  Well, I couldn’t at first because he was such a progressive scholar.  And then I found out that he wasn’t a member because he actually believed that the earth is flat, but rather he was making a point about how temporary and relative our scientific views are.  


 


Our view of the world has always changed and I strongly suspect it will change again in the future. What does it matter how exactly we humans view the universe. To me, not one theory makes any more sense than the next. In fact, none of them ultimately make sense to me. To say the universe began with a big explosion doesn't make sense, for 


 


I honestly think that our world view is not that important. We should quit taking ourselves and our views so seriously and focus on what is eternal and really important in reading the bible—God’s character, God’s actions, and God’s relationship to us. And that is in my view how we should read the entire bible—read it for the eternal, spiritual truths contained in it and not to get sidetracked by the peripherals.� 


Whether we believe in a flat earth or sphere, whether the earth is at the center of the universe or not, whether we believe there was primordial water or a big bang, who cares? None of these views change one iota of the central truths about God laid out in Genesis 1:  


 


�Slide #4 We celebrate the fact that Genesis 1 declares that God is pre-existent to creation, and that God is eternal.  God is an awesome and  powerful God who created the cosmos, the earth, and brought forth life.


   


 


Slide #5 . God created order out of chaos; the structures of time, space, and matter are ordered and governed by physical laws. German scientist Max Plank once said: “when I look at the universe I see order; and where there is order, there must be an orderer.”


    


 


Slide #6 . That orderer is our awesome God, mighty in power and mighty in love as he created the world to share it with his creatures. The earth and her beauty, her rich resources are a gift to us humans as it is to all God’s creatures.


 


 


Slide #7  Upon a simple word from God’s mouth was created light, the earth and sky, the stars, the sun and the moon.


 


 


Slide #8  He commanded the water and earth to bring forth life, and it was so. The plants, trees, fish, birds, and animals God created are beautiful each in it’s own way; they are unique and yet they are all interconnected via the cycle of biological life. 


 


 


Slide #9  Then he created us humans to be his special creation, to share responsibility with him as he made us stewards over this earth. In his own image God created us; God gave us the ability to reason, to think, to solve problems, to innovate and, yes, to be co-creators with God.  


God instilled his own breath into us, his spirit dwells within us so that in God we live and move and have our being.


 


 


Slide #10 . God called his creation good, and after creating human beings he called his creation “very good.” And make no mistake: God is in control over creation; He’s got the whole world in his hands! But God did entrust his creatures to be stewards over the life of planet earth. And while God holds us responsible for our actions, God also our friend and helps us in this awesome task.  Genesis is clear that human beings are his special creatures and that we have a special privilege and relationship to God our Father.


 


     


Slide #11 . These are a few of the spiritual truths that will never, ever change about the creation account! These are the truths that we celebrate and that cause us to stand in awe of a magnificent God who created our beautiful world and made us in his image. And when we read Genesis 1 in light of the universal truths about God and his creation we are moved to pray with gratitude and praise: 


      


“O Lord my God, When I in awesome wonder,�Consider all the worlds Thy Hands have made;�I see the stars, I hear the rolling thunder,�Thy power throughout the universe displayed.


Then sings my soul, My Savior God, to Thee,�How great Thou art, How great Thou art.”


 


I invite you to sing with me this magnificent hymn to close our service with a mighty tribute to our Creator God. Amen.


 _______________________________________


(1) World Mythology, 1994 edition, NTC Publishing Group, p.152


