Historic Overview: Matthew and Jude (Thaddeus)

Matthew

Matthew the Evangelist was, according to the Bible, one of the twelve Apostles of Jesus
and one of the four Evangelists.

Among the early followers and apostles of Jesus, Matthew is mentioned in Mt 9:9 and Mt
10:3 as a former tax collector from Capernaum who was called into the circle of the
Twelve by Jesus. He is also named among the number of the Twelve, but without
identification of his background, in Mk 3:18, Lk 6:15 and Acts 1:13. He is often equated
with the figure of Levi, son of Alpheus, also a tax collector, who is mentioned in Mk 2:14
and Lk 5:27. He may have collected taxes from the Hebrew people for Herod Antipas.
Matthew was "called" by Jesus of Nazareth to be one of the Twelve Disciples. According
to the New Testament he was one of the witnesses of the Resurrection and the Ascension.

Matthew was a first century Galilean (presumably born in Galilee, which was not part of
Judea or the Roman ludaea province) and the son of Alpheus. During the Roman
occupation (which began in 63 BC with the conquest of Pompey), Matthew collected
taxes from the Hebrew people for Herod Antipas, the tetrarch of Galilee. His tax office
was located in Capernaum. Jews who became rich in such a fashion were despised and
considered outcasts. As a tax collector he would have been literate in Aramaic and Greek.

It was in this setting, near what is today Almagor, that Jesus called Matthew to be one of
the Twelve Disciples. After his call, Matthew invited Jesus home for a feast. On seeing
this, the Scribes and the Pharisees criticized Jesus for eating with tax collectors and
sinners. This prompted Jesus to answer, “I came not to call the righteous, but sinners”
(Mark 2:17)

The New Testament records that as a disciple, he followed Jesus, and was one of the
witnesses of the Resurrection and the Ascension. Afterwards, the disciples withdrew to
an upper room (Acts 1:10-14) in Jerusalem. The disciples remained in and about
Jerusalem and proclaimed that Jesus was the promised Messiah.

Matthew, for 15 years, preached the Gospel in Hebrew to the Jewish community in Judea.
Later in his ministry, he would travel to Gentile nations and spread the Gospel to the
Ethiopians, Macedonians, Persians, and Parthians. The Roman Catholic Church and the
Orthodox Church each hold the tradition that Matthew died as a martyr.
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Jude (Thaddeus)

Jude was one of the Twelve Apostles of Jesus. He is generally identified with Thaddeus,
and is also variously called Jude of James, Jude Thaddaeus, or Judas Thaddaeus. He is
not to be confused with Jude, "brother of Jesus," and is clearly distinguished from Judas
Iscariot, another disciple, the betrayer of Jesus. In the Roman Catholic Church he is the
patron saint of desperate cases and lost causes.

The name by which Luke calls the Apostle, "Jude of James" is ambiguous as to the
relationship of Jude to this James. Though such a construction sometimes suggests a
relationship of father and son, it has been traditionally interpreted as "Jude, brother of
James" (Luke 6:16) though Protestants (for instance, the New International Version
translation) usually identify him as "Jude son of James".

The Gospel of John also once mentions a disciple called "Judas not Iscariot™ (John 14:22).
This is often accepted to be the same person as the apostle Jude. Inthe comparable
apostle-lists of Matthew 10:3 and Mark 3:18, Jude is omitted, but there is a Thaddeus (or
in some manuscripts of Matthew 10:3, "Lebbaeus who was surnamed Thaddaeus") listed
in his place. This has led many Christians since early times to harmonize the lists by
positing a "Jude Thaddeus", known by either name. This is made plausible by the fact

that "Thaddeus" seems to be a nickname.

A legend reports that St. Jude was born into a Jewish family in Paneas, a town in Galilee
later rebuilt by the Romans and renamed Caesarea Philippi. In all probability he spoke
both Greek and Aramaic, like almost all of his contemporaries in that area, and was a
farmer by trade.

Brother of Jesus?

Opinion is divided on whether Jude the apostle is the same as Jude, brother of Jesus, who
is mentioned in Mark 6:3 and Matthew 13:55-57, and is the traditional author of the
Epistle of Jude.

Post-NT tradition:

Tradition holds that Saint Jude preached the Gospel in Judea, Samaria, and, after the
persecution scattered the apostles, in Idumaea, Syria, Mesopotamia and Libya. He is also
said to have visited Beirut and Edessa. According to the Armenian tradition, Saint Jude
suffered martyrdom about 65 AD in Beirut, in the Roman province of Syria.

Prayer to St Jude:

May the Sacred Heart of Jesus be adored, glorified, loved and preserved now and forever.
Sacred Heart of Jesus have mercy on us, Saint Jude worker of Miracles, pray for us,

Saint Jude helper and keeper of the hopeless, pray for us, Thank you Saint Jude.
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